Our Royal Rights as God's Children

Jer. 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, [saying], Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love:
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.

Fellow pilgrim, we are still amid the shadows and turmoil of earthly activities, but soon our Saviour is to
appear to bring deliverance and rest. Let us by faith behold the blessed hereafter, as pictured by the hand of
God. Adventist Home 550

That we might become members of the heavenly family, He became a member of the earthly family. Desire of
Ages 638 {Last Day Events 283}

Members of the roval family

Rom. 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
[him], that we may be also glorified together.

8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time [are] not worthy [to be compared] with the
glory which shall be revealed in us.

Gal. 3:29 Abraham's seed & heirs with Christ.
General Conference Bulletin, February 15, 1895 (par. 1)

I would that every soul who sees the evidences of the truth would accept of Jesus Christ as his personal
Saviour. Those who thus accept of Christ are looked upon by God, not as they are in Adam, but as they are in
Jesus Christ, as the sons and daughters of God. The Lord will no more cast off the humblest, lowliest believer
in Jesus, than he will demolish his throne. We are accepted in the Beloved. We are members of the royal
family, children of the heavenly King, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.

The lowliest disciple of Christ may become an inhabitant of heaven, an heir of God to an inheritance
incorruptible, and that fadeth not away. O that every one might make choice of the heavenly gift, become an
heir of God to that inheritance whose title is secure from any destroyer, world without end! O, choose not the
world, but choose the better inheritance! Press, urge your way toward the mark for the prize of your high
calling in Christ Jesus. For Christ's sake, let the aim of your education be shaped by the inducements of the
better world.-- Review and Herald, Nov. 21, 1893. {Fundamentals of Christian Education 234}

Jesus' royal right (saving the thief on the cross)

His ear is not heavy that it cannot hear, neither His arm shortened that it cannot save. It is His royal right to
save unto the uttermost all who come unto God by Him. DA 751




Our royal right: Early Writings 16

We all entered the cloud together, and were seven days ascending to the sea of glass, when Jesus brought the
crowns, and with His own right hand placed them on our heads. He gave us harps of gold and palms of victory.
Here on the sea of glass the 144,000 stood in a perfect square. Some of them had very bright crowns, others not
so bright. Some crowns appeared heavy with stars, while others had but few. All were perfectly satisfied with
their crowns. And they were all clothed with a glorious white mantle from their shoulders to their feet. Angels
were all about us as we marched over the sea of glass to the gate of the city. Jesus raised His mighty, glorious
arm, laid hold of the pearly gate, swung it back on its glittering hinges, and said to us, "You have washed your
robes in My blood, stood stiffly for My truth, enter in." We all marched in and felt that we had a perfect
right in the city.

Sons and Daughters:

Isa. 43:1 But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not:
for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou [art] mine. 43:2 When thou passest through
the waters, I [will be] with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 43:3 For I [am] the LORD
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt [for] thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 43:4
Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give
men for thee, and people for thy life. v.5 Fear not: for I [am] with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east,
and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons
from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; v.7 [Even] every one that is called by my name: for
I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.

Ps. 144:12 That our sons [may be] as plants grown up in their youth; [that] our daughters [may be] as corner
stones, polished [after] the similitude of a palace:

Jewelry...?

Isa. 62:3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of
thy God.

Mal. 3:16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard
[it], and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon
his name. 3:17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and
I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

Eze. 28:13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone [was] thy covering, the sardius,
topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and
gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

God's Masterpiece:

Eph. 2:10 For we are his workmanship (Gk. "Poema' Strong's 4161), (Jerusalem Bible: "God's work of
art") (NEB: "God's handiwork"), created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them.




Power: Eph. 1:18-21

1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling,
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

1:19 And what [is] the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working
of his mighty power,

1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set [him] at his own right hand in
the heavenly [places],

1:21 Far above "all" principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not
only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

Mt. 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ""All'" power is given unto Me in heaven and in
earth.

(~What Christ gets, we also get!~)

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that
believe on his name:

Lk. 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power (1849, exousia: ability, authority) to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over "all"' the power (1411, dunamis: miraculous power) of the enemy: and nothing shall by
any means hurt you.

Rev. 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power (1849:
ability, authority) over the nations: 2:27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter
shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.

Get praise and fame:
Zech. 2:8 ...he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye.

" 3:17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thee [is] mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy;
he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

3:19 Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that
was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

3:20 At that time will I bring you [again], even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and
a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.

Authority to Raise the hand over evil:

With eternal realities in view we will habitually cultivate thoughts of the presence of God. This will be a
shield against the incoming of the enemy; it will give strength and assurance, and lift the soul above fear.
Breathing in the atmosphere of heaven, we will not be breathing the malaria of the world. . . . LDE 284

Isa. 59:19 When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against
him.




Patriarchs & Prophets 694

All earthly powers are under the control of the Infinite One. To the mightiest ruler, to the most cruel oppressor,
He says, "Hitherto shalt thou come., but no further." Job 38:11. God's power is constantly exercised to
counteract the agencies of evil; He is ever at work among men, not for their destruction, but for their correction
and preservation.

Medical Ministry 143......... authority over evil in our own hearts:

The senses will be guarded. The soul that has Jesus abiding in it will develop into true greatness. The
intelligent soul who has respect unto all of God's commandments, through the grace of Christ, will say to the
passions of the heart as he points to God's great moral standard of righteousness, "Hitherto shalt thou come, but
no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed," and the grace of Christ shall be as a wall of fire round
about the soul.

........ authority over other's evil:

DA 337 (Jesus)

The disciples and their companions fled in terror; but presently they noticed that Jesus was not with them, and
they turned to look for Him. He was standing where they had left Him. He who had stilled the tempest, who
had before met Satan and conquered him, did not flee before these demons. When the men, gnashing their
teeth, and foaming at the mouth, approached Him, Jesus raised that hand which had beckoned the waves to
rest, and the men could come no nearer. They stood raging but helpless before Him. With authority He bade
the unclean spirits come out of them.....

EW 15 (us)

The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads was written, God, New Jerusalem, and a
glorious star containing Jesus' new name. At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would rush
violently up to lay hands on us to thrust us into prison, when we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the
Lord, and they would fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue of Satan knew that God had
loved us who could wash one another's feet and salute the brethren with a holy kiss, and they worshiped at our
feet.

Angels guard the King's children:

Our High Calling 23

Living amid these opposing forces, we may through the exercise of faith and prayer, call to our side a retinue
of heavenly angels, who will guard us from every corrupting influence.

FE 234

"The ransom has been paid, and it is possible for all to come to God, and through a life of obedience to attain
unto everlasting life. Then how sad it is that men turn from the immortal inheritance, and live for the
gratification of pride, for selfishness and display, and through submission to the rule of Satan, lose the blessing
which they might have both in this life and in the life to come. They might enter into the palaces of heaven,
and associate on terms of freedom and equality with Christ and heavenly angels, and with the princes of
God; and yet, incredible as it may seem, they turn from heavenly attractions. The Creator of all worlds
proposes to love those who believe in His only-begotten Son as their personal Saviour, even as He loves His
Son. Even here and now His gracious favor is bestowed upon us to this marvelous extent. He has given to men
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the gift of the Light and Majesty of heaven, and with Him He has bestowed all the treasures of heaven. Much
as He has promised us for the life to come, He also bestows princely gifts upon us in this life, and as subjects
of His grace, He would have us enjoy everything that will ennoble, expand, and elevate our characters. It is His
design to fit us for the heavenly courts above.

"But Satan is contending for the souls of men, and casts his hellish shadow athwart their path, in order that they
shall not behold the light. He would not have them catch a glimpse of the future honor, the eternal glories.
laid up for those who shall be inhabitants of heaven, or have a taste of the experience that gives a foretaste of
the happiness of heaven. But with the heavenly attractions set before the mind to inspire hope, to awaken
desire, to spur to effort, how can we turn from the prospect, and choose sin and its wages, which is death? {FE
234.2}

6T 366 (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, p. 366)
Angels

"The church of God below is one with the church of God above. Believers on the earth and the beings in
heaven who have never fallen constitute one church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the assemblies
of the saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner court of heaven they listen to the testimony of the
witnesses for Christ in the outer court on earth, and the praise and thanksgiving from the worshipers below is
taken up in the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing sound through the heavenly courts because Christ
has not died in vain for the fallen sons of Adam. While angels drink from the fountainhead, the saints on earth
drink of the pure streams flowing from the throne, the streams that make glad the city of our God.

"Oh, that we could all realize the nearness of heaven to earth! When the earthborn children know it not, they
have angels of light as their companions. A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seeking to draw that
soul to Christ. As long as there is hope (until men resist the Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin), they are guarded
by heavenly intelligences. Let us all bear in mind that in every assembly of the saints below are angels of God,
listening to the testimonies, songs, and prayers. Let us remember that our praises are supplemented by the
choirs of the angelic host above."

Why We Should Think About the Future World

Jesus has brought heaven to view, and presents its glory to our eyes in order that eternity may not be dropped
out of our reckoning.-Signs of the Times, April 4, 1895. {Last Day Events, p.284.1}

Jesus comes to present the advantages and beautiful imagery of the heavenly, that the attractions of heaven
shall become familiar to the thoughts, and memory's hall be hung with pictures of celestial and eternal
loveliness. . .. {LDE 284.3}

The great Teacher gives man a view of the future world. He brings it, with its attractive possessions, within
the range of his vision. . . . If He can fasten the mind upon the future life and its blessedness, in comparison
with the temporal concerns of this world, the striking contrast is deeply impressed upon the mind, absorbing
the heart and soul and the whole being.--OHC 285, 286 (1890). {LDE 284.4}

The Christian's Motives:

Steps to Christ, p. 21

Motives stronger, and agencies more powerful, could never be brought into operation; the exceeding
rewards for right-doing, the enjoyment of heaven, the society of the angels, the communion and love of God
and His Son, the elevation and extension of all our powers throughout eternal ages--are these not mighty
incentives and encouragements to urge us to give the heart's loving service to our Creator and Redeemer?-
(1892). {LDE 285}
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Microscope & Telescope (Re: ''the elevation and extension of all our powers'' SC 21)

There, when the veil that darkens our vision shall be removed and our eyes shall behold that world of
beauty of which we now catch glimpses through the microscope; when we look on the glories of the heavens,
now scanned afar through the telescope; when, the blight of sin removed, the whole earth shall appear "in the
beauty of the Lord our God," what a field will be open to our study! {AH 547.6}

DA 578
"One soul is of such value that, in comparison with it, worlds sink into insignificance."
Look at some of those worlds and stars!

If we can meet Jesus in peace and be saved, forever saved, we shall be the happiest of beings. Oh, to be at
home at last where the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest! Letter 113, 1886. {LDE 285.2}

I love to see everything that is beautiful in nature in this world. I think I would be perfectly satisfied with this
earth, surrounded with the good things of God, if it were not blighted with the curse of sin. But we shall have
new heavens and a new earth. John saw this in holy vision and said, "I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people,
and God Himself shall be with them and be their God" [Rev. 21:3]. Oh, blessed hope, glorious prospect!--
Letter 62, 1886. LDE 285

A Real and Tangible Place:

What a source of joy to the disciples to know that they had such a Friend in heaven to plead in their behalf!
Through the visible ascension of Christ all their views and contemplation of heaven are changed. Their minds
had formerly dwelt upon it as a region of unlimited space, tenanted by spirits without substance. Now heaven
was connected with the thought of Jesus, whom they had loved and reverenced above all others, with whom
they had conversed and journeyed, whom they had handled, even in His resurrected body. . . . {LDE 285.4}

Heaven could no longer appear to them as an indefinite, incomprehensible space, filled with intangible
spirits. They now looked upon it as their future home, where mansions were being prepared for them by their
loving Redeemer. 3SP 262 (1878). (Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 3., p 262) {LDE 286.1}

The Great Controversy, 674-5 (1911) {LDE 286}

A fear of making the future inheritance seem too material has led many to spiritualize away the very truths
which lead us to look upon it as our home. Christ assured His disciples that He went to prepare mansions for
them in the Father's house.

In the earth made new, the redeemed will engage in the occupations and pleasures that brought happiness to
Adam and Eve in the beginning. The Eden life will be lived, the life in garden and field.-Prophets and Kings,
730-1 (c. 1914). {LDE 286.3}

Glory Indescribable:

I saw the exceeding loveliness and glory of Jesus. His countenance was brighter than the sun at noonday.
His robe was whiter than the whitest white. How can I . . . describe to you the glories of heaven, and the lovely
angels singing and playing upon their harps of ten strings!--Letter 3, 1851. {LDE 286.4}

The wonderful things I there saw 1 cannot describe. Oh, that I could talk in the language of Canaan, then could
I tell a little of the glory of the better world.--EW 19 (1851). {LDE 287.1}




Language is altogether too feeble to attempt a description of heaven. As the scene rises before me, I am lost in
amazement. Carried away with the surpassing splendor and excellent glory, I lay down the pen and exclaim,
"Oh, what love! what wondrous love!" The most exalted language fails to describe the glory of heaven or the
matchless depths of a Saviour's love.--EW 289 (1858). {LDE 287.2}

Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It will be known only to those who
behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God.--GC 675 (1911). {LDE 287.3}

If we could have but one view of the celestial city, we would never wish to dwell on earth again.--ST April 8,
1889. {LDE 287.4}

Streams, Hills, and Trees. GC 675

There are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the
paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the
mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God's people,
so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home. {LDE 288.1}

EW 17-19

Here we saw the tree of life and the throne of God. Out of the throne came a pure river of water, and on either
side of the river was the tree of life. On one side of the river was a trunk of a tree, and a trunk on the other side
of the river, both of pure, transparent gold. At first I thought I saw two trees. I looked again, and saw that they
were united at the top in one tree. So it was the tree of life on either side of the river of life. Its branches bowed
to the place where we stood, and the fruit was glorious; it looked like gold mixed with silver. {LDE 287.5}

Flowers, Fruit and Animals:

I saw another field full of all kinds of flowers, and as I plucked them, I cried out, "They will never fade." Next
I saw a field of tall grass, most glorious to behold; it was living green and had a reflection of silver and gold, as
it waved proudly to the glory of King Jesus. Then we entered a field full of all kinds of beasts--the lion, the
lamb, the leopard, and the wolf, all together in perfect union. We passed through the midst of them, and they
followed on peaceably after. Then we entered a wood, not like the dark woods we have here; no, no; but light,
and all over glorious; the branches of the trees moved to and fro, and we all cried out, "We will dwell safely in
the wilderness and sleep in the woods." We passed through the woods, for we were on our way to Mount Zion.
... {LDE 288.3}

On the mount was a glorious temple. . . . There were all kinds of trees around the temple to beautify the place:
the box, the pine, the fir, the oil, the myrtle, the pomegranate, and the fig tree bowed down with the weight of
its timely figs--these made the place all over glorious. . .. {LDE 289.1}

And I saw a table of pure silver; it was many miles in length, yet our eyes could extend over it. I saw the fruit
of the tree of life, the manna, almonds, figs, pomegranates, grapes, and many other kinds of fruit. --EW 18, 19
(1851). {LDE 289.2}

The Vigor of Eternal Youth:

All come forth from their graves the same in stature as when they entered the tomb. Adam, who stands
among the risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in stature but little below the Son of God. He
presents a marked contrast to the people of later generations; in this one respect is shown the great degeneracy
of the race. But all arise with the freshness and vigor of eternal youth. . . . Restored to the tree of life in the
long-lost Eden, the redeemed will "grow up" (Mal. 4:2) to the full stature of a race in its primeval glory.--GC
644, 645 (1911). {LDE 289.3}...



None will need or desire repose. There will be no weariness in doing the will of God and offering praise to His
name. We shall ever feel the freshness of the morning, and shall ever be far from its close. . . . The acquirement
of knowledge will not weary the mind or exhaust the energies.--GC 676, 677 (1911). {LDE 290.1}

Continued Study; Graduate Work in the Hereafter: AH 547, ff

Do you think we shall not learn anything there? We have not the slightest idea of what will then be opened
before us. With Christ we shall walk beside the living waters. He will unfold to us the beauty and glory of
nature. He will reveal what He is to us and what we are to Him.

Truth we cannot know now because of finite limitations, we shall know hereafter. {AH 547.2}

The Christian family is to be a training school from which children are to graduate to a higher school in the
mansions of God. {AH 547.3}

Heaven is a school; its field of study, the universe; its teacher, the Infinite One. A branch of this school was
established in Eden; and, the plan of redemption accomplished, education will again be taken up in the Eden
school. ... {AH 547.4}

Restored to His presence, man will again, as at the beginning, be taught of God: "My people shall know My
name: . . . they shall know in that day that I am He that doth speak: behold, itis I." . . . {AH 547.5}

Heavenly Knowledge Will Be Progressive:

All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study of God's redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they
wing their tireless flight to worlds afar--worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of human woe and
rang with songs of gladness at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With unutterable delight the children of earth
enter into the joy and the wisdom of unfallen beings. They share the treasures of knowledge and understanding
gained through the ages upon ages in contemplation of God's handiwork. With undimmed vision they gaze
upon the glory of creation-- suns and stars and systems, all in their appointed order circling the throne of Deity.
Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the Creator's name is written, and in all are the riches of His
power displayed. {AH 548.1}

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more glorious revelations of God and of Christ.
As knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more men learn of God, the
greater will be their admiration of His character. {AH 548.2}

Social Life:

There we shall know even as also we are known. There the loves and sympathies that God has planted in the
soul will find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion with holy beings, the harmonious social life
with the blessed angels and with the faithful ones of all ages, the sacred fellowship that binds together "the
whole family in heaven and earth"--all are among the experiences of the hereafter. {AH 548.3}

Occupations in the New Earth:

In the earth made new the redeemed will engage in the occupations and pleasures that brought happiness to
Adam and Eve in the beginning. The Eden life will be lived, the life in garden and field. "They shall build
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not build, and
another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of My people, and
Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands."

There every power will be developed, every capability increased. The grandest enterprises will be carried
forward, the loftiest aspirations will be reached, the highest ambitions realized. And still there will arise new




heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers
of body and mind and soul. {AH 549.2}

On the Verge of Fulfillment.

We are living in a most solemn period of this earth's history. There is never time to sin; it is always perilous to
continue in transgression, but in a special sense is this true at the present time. We are now upon the very
borders of the eternal world and stand in a more solemn relation to time and to eternity than ever before. Now
let every person search his own heart and plead for the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness to expel all
spiritual darkness and cleanse from defilement. To us who are standing on the very verge of their fulfillment,
of what deep moment, what living interest, are these delineations of the things to come--events for which
(since our first parents turned their steps from Eden), God's children have watched and waited, longed and
prayed! AH 549

Look Beyond!
Acts of the Apostles, 575.

It is the work of faith to rest in God in the darkest hour, to feel, however sorely tried and tempest-tossed, that
our Father is at the helm. The eye of faith alone can look beyond the things of time to estimate aright the
worth of the eternal riches.

This Day with God, 198.

I long to see the deceptive power of the enemy broken. But we will not let our faith fail. The only real comfort
I find is to look beyond this conflict, and see the final triumph, the glory of God reflecting brightness on the
overcomers. Prophecy points out the sure result of the conflict, and by faith we may see it. I long to realize the
experiences opened before me in the visions the Lord has given to me.

The Faith I Live By, 126.

Faith . . . enables us to look beyond the present, with its burdens and cares, to the great hereafter, where all
that now perplexes us shall be made plain. Faith sees Jesus standing as our Mediator at the right hand of God.
Faith beholds the mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for those who love Him. Faith sees the robe and
crown prepared for the overcomer, and hears the song of the redeemed.

God's Amazing Grace, 372.

In the darkest days of her long conflict with evil, the church of God has been given revelations of the eternal
purpose of Jehovah. His people have been permitted to look beyond the trials of the present to the triumphs of
the future, when, the warfare having been accomplished, the redeemed will enter into possession of the
promised land. These visions of future glory, scenes pictured by the hand of God, should be dear to His church
today, when the controversy of the ages is rapidly closing and the promised blessings are soon to be realized in
all their fullness.

PK 408
Yet amid the general ruin into which the nation was rapidly passing, Jeremiah was often permitted to look

beyond the distressing scenes of the present to the glorious prospects of the future, when God's people should
be ransomed from the land of the enemy and planted again in Zion.

PK 722
In the darkest days of her long conflict with evil, the church of God has been given revelations of the eternal
purpose of Jehovah. His people have been permitted to look beyond the trials of the present to the triumphs of

the future, when, the warfare having been accomplished, the redeemed will enter into possession of the
promised land. These visions of future glory, scenes pictured by the hand of God, should be dear to His church



today, when the controversy of the ages is rapidly closing and the promised blessings are soon to be realized in
all their fullness. Many were the messages of comfort given the church by the prophets of old. "Comfort
ye, comfort ye My people" (Isaiah 40:1.), was Isaiah's commission from God; and with the commission were
given wonderful visions that have been the believers' hope and joy through all the centuries that have followed.
Despised of men, persecuted, forsaken, God's children in every age have nevertheless been sustained by His
sure promises. By faith they have looked forward to the time when He will fulfill to His church the assurance,
"I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations." Isaiah 60:15.

Letter 77, 1890. (Selected Messages, vol. 2, p 250) {2SM 250.1}

The trials may be severe, but look to Jesus every moment--not to struggle, but to rest in His love. He careth for
you. We know that as trials press closer and closer, the hope grows stronger. The beams of the Sun of
Righteousness shall shine into your heart with their healing power. Look beyond the clouds to the brightness,
even the light of the Sun of Righteousness. Thank God that in the tempest of trial the anchor holds. We have an
ever-living, ever-prevailing Intercessor, who is pleading our individual cases before the Father. The joys of an
eternal reward have been purchased at an infinite cost. May the Lord comfort and strengthen and bless you
is my daily prayer. Oh, when we see the King in His beauty, what a day of gladness that will be. We will rest
in the rich promises of God. He will never fail us, but be to us a present help in every time of need.

Bible Echo, April 1, 1889 par. 4

Said Jesus, "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin; and yet I say
unto you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these." And shall we be inconsiderate
of the flowers of God? Shall we regard with indifference these tokens of his wonderful love toward fallen
man? In contemplating the works of his hand, we are to look beyond to the royal gifts that await the faithful
and obedient child of heaven. The apostle declares, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things that God hath prepared for them that love him."

9 MR 262 (Manuscript Releases, vol. 9, p. 262)

I know something of this world, and although Satan may thrust his temptations into my mind, I look beyond to
One who is mighty to save.

Manuscript Releases, vol. 11, p. 241

"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory" (1 Cor. 3:18). Now you see how important it is that we are beholding this. The enemy has come
in and his dark shadow has been thrown athwart our pathway, so that we dwell on the dark side and talk of
gloom until our way seems almost hopeless, and we stumble along without courage, hope or love. But we do
not want this to be so. We want this shadow to be swept away, and it will be if we look beyond the darkened
shadow to the brightness beyond in Christ Jesus.
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