
490 Years = Probationary Time 

"Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until 

seventy times seven." 

Matthew 18:21 

 

Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give 

audience. The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as 

strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it. And about the time of 

forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness. And when he had destroyed seven nations in the 

land of Canaan, he divided their land to them by lot. And after that he gave unto them judges about the 

space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. Acts 13:16-20.  

FROM PASSOVER TO SAUL: 490 YEARS TO THE FIRST KING 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, And said 

unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like 

all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel 

prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that 

they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign 

over them. 1 Samuel 8:4-7. 

FROM SAUL TO ZEDEKIAH: 490 YEARS TO THE LAST KING 

Saul anointed king 1096/1095, 1 Samuel 10; Jerusalem in captivity seventy years, Jeremiah 25:12; 

beginning of captivity 606/605, 2 Kings 24:1. 1096 to 606 equals 490 years. Clark's Commentary 

SEVENTY YEARS: THE DESOLATIONS OF JERUSALEM 

In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of 

the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 

Jerusalem. Daniel 9:2. 

 

THE PUNISHMENT OF BABYLON 
Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of 

Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and 

against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and 

an hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice 

of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the 

light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations 

shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are 

accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, 

and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. Jeremiah 25:9-12.  

 

THE RESTING LAND 

But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the 

wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the 

king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had 

no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into 

his hand. And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the 

Lord, and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. And they burnt 



the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and 

destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to 

Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil 

the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as 

she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. 2 Chronicles 36:16-21.  

  

SEVENTY SEVENS  

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 

make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, 

and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and understand, 

that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 

Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, 

even in troublous times. And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 

himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 

thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall 

confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice 

and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until 

the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. Daniel 9:24-27. 

  

SIX PROPHECIES 
Seventy Weeks = 490 years. 457BC unto 34AD. 

Seven weeks, threescore and two weeks = 483 years. 457BC unto the Messiah, 27AD. 

Seven weeks = 49 years. 457BC unto 408, the streets and walls built in troublous times. 

One week = 7 years. 27AD unto 34AD. The covenant confirmed. 

31AD. In the midst of the week. Messiah cut off. 

457BC unto 1844 = 2300 years. The sanctuary cleansed.  

  

SANCTUARY AND HOST 
Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long 

shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 

sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?  And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three 

hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.  Daniel 8:13-14 

 

1844 THE JUDGMENT 
"‘And, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 

Days, and they brought Him near before Him. And there was given Him dominion, and glory, and a 

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away.' Daniel 7:13, 14. The coming of Christ here described is not His 

second coming to the earth. He comes to the Ancient of Days in heaven to receive dominion and glory 

and a kingdom, which will be given Him at the close of His work as a mediator. It is this coming, and 

not His second advent to the earth, that was foretold in prophecy to take place at the termination of the 

2300 days in 1844. Attended by heavenly angels, our great High Priest enters the holy of holies and 

there appears in the presence of God to engage in the last acts of His ministration in behalf of man--to 

perform the work of investigative judgment and to make an atonement for all who are shown to be 

entitled to its benefits." The Great Controversy, 479.  

  

The Chart of the 490 Years can be seen in the PDF file. 


